
Advanced Composition Syllabus
Mrs. Hayden

Contact Information

School phone:
E-mail: tacarter@fsd1.org

Texts

Literature & Composition: Reading, Writing, Thinking. Second Edition
How To Read Literature Like a Professor Thomas Foster
Assorted literary selections based on the whim of the instructor

Course Overview

This class closely examines the writing process (hence the title, “Advanced
Composition.”) In conjunction with instruction in the process of writing, we will study
various literary selections in order to tune your analytical skills.

Unit 1 Short Fiction
“Story of an Hour” Kate Chopin
“Battle Royal” Ralph Ellison
“A Worn Path” Eudora Welty

Unit 2 Poetry
“My Last Duchess” Robert Browning
“To His Coy Mistress” Andrew Marvell
“The Sun Rising” John Donne
“Theme for English B” Langston Hughes

Unit 3 Drama
Oedipus Rex Sophocles
The Lion in Winter James Goldman

Unit 4 Long Fiction
A Land More Kind than Home Wiley Cash
Secret Life of Bees Sue Monk Kidd
Everything I Never Told You Celeste Ng

Writing
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The writing we address utilizes a thesis essay, the type of writing demanded by your
college professors. Pretend you never learned about a 5-paragraph limit. Essay format:
double spaced according to MLA standards and due the date assigned; You must use
Google Classroom to submit.

Tests

Take-home tests dominate. You may utilize your texts and notes, so please show
initiative and take notes during class discussions. You may not use “helping materials”
on quizzes. In-class tests require use of only your brilliant minds (aka...no notes or books)

Homework

When students do not turn work in on the assigned due date, the following policy will go
into effect:

● Students will receive a 10% deduction per day for the first five days after the
due date.

● Students who turn work in after the five day allotted time, will receive a
maximum grade, per assignment, of a 50.

● Students may submit late work up until one week prior to the end of each
quarter.

● Late assignments will be graded and given a grade that is 50% of the earned
academic grade. (Example: assignment is turned in 4 weeks late. The earned
academic grade is an 80. The grade will be recorded in the gradebook as a 40.
Work that is late past the 5-day mark will only be given 50% of the earned
academic credit.)

● Students must email the teacher with the subject line of the late work being
turned in along with the original due date. Failure to notify the teacher that
work is submitted will result in the zero remaining in the gradebook.

● Students who choose not to turn in the work will receive a grade of zero.

In the event that an assignment is not submitted by the due date, all teachers, per district
policy, will issue a 0 as a placeholder until the work has been submitted.

Technology

Cell phones need to disappear because the concept of multitasking offers nothing more
than a myth and causes you to become distracted from the amazing learning that occurs
in the room!! If you cannot self-monitor, then I will assist you and keep your phone safe
for the remainder of the class.



Grades

Learning new skills and knowledge takes work on the part of the learner. As a teacher, I
will provide numerous opportunities for learning through both in-class and homework
assignments. Grades reflect both the quality and quantity of assignments completed;
therefore, they serve as a reflection of student learning.

Q1 (or Q3)
Project/Test 40%
Quizzes 30%
Classwork/Homework 20%
Midterm Exam 10%

Q2 (or Q4)
Project/Test 45%
Quizzes 30%
Classwork/Homework 25%

Final Grade will be determined as follows
Q1 (or Q3) = 40%
Q2 (or Q4) = 40%
Final Exam, E1 or E2 = 20%

Please remember that the 4 x 4 schedule requires that students work at a faster rate;
therefore, a student can fall behind quickly. The student must accept responsibility to
make arrangements with the teacher for make-up work. Students should expect a zero for
work not made up within the designated time. Please keep track of your grade through
PowerSchool as the quarter progresses.

Expected Behavior Policy
Mrs. Hayden

Behavior

1. Timeliness

2. Preparation

Explanation

Cross the threshold of the room by the time
the bell rings. Take your seat and get ready
with the day’s assignments! Take out
required texts for the day

Bring what you need for class: paper, pens
and pencils, textbooks, assignments, post-it
notes, etc. I do not want to see food or
drinks.



3. Answering

4. Courtesy

5. Cell Phones

Do not blurt out your responses to any
questions without being called on first.

Do not disturb your fellow students,
especially when the class is testing. If you
finish your test, you may go to the library
or work quietly in your seat.

Keep them put away so that your life
remains distraction free and you can focus
on the learning in the room

Consequences for Failure to Comply:
1st offense: Brief verbal warning
2nd offense: Conference with me
3rd offense: Phone call to parent
4th offense: Disciplinary referral

Your digital signature will encompass this form and the syllabus


